
Treaty of Amity Commerce and Navigation 

Jay Treaty 

His Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, being desirous, by a treaty of amity, commerce and 

navigation, to terminate their difference in such a manner, as, without reference to the merits of their respective 

complaints and pretentions, may be the best calculated to produce mutual satisfaction and good understanding; 

and also to regulate the commerce and navigation between their respective countries, territories and people, in 

such a manner as to render the same reciprocally beneficial and satisfactory; they have, respectively, named 

their Plenipotentiaries, and given them full powers to treat of, and conclude the said treaty, that is to say: 

 

. . . Who have agreed on and concluded the following articles:  

 

ARTICLE I. 

 

There shall be a firm, inviolable and universal peace, and a true and sincere friendship between His Britannic 

Majesty, his heirs and successors, and the United States of America; and between their respective countries, 

territories, cities, towns and people of every degree, without exception of persons or places. 

 

... 

 

ARTICLE III. 

 

It is agreed that it shall at all times be free to His Majesty's subjects, and to the citizens of the United States, 

and also to the Indians dwelling on either side of the said boundary line, freely to pass and repass by land or 

inland navigation, into the respective territories and countries of the two parties, on the continent of America, 

(the country within the limits of the Hudson's Bay Company only excepted.) and to navigate all the lakes, 

rivers and waters thereof, and freely to carry on trade and commerce with each other. 

 

. . . 

 

No duty of entry shall ever be levied by either party on peltries brought by land or inland navigation into the 

said territories respectively, nor shall the Indians passing or repassing with their own proper goods and effects 

of whatever nature, pay for the same any impost or duty whatever. But goods in bales, or other large packages, 

unusual among Indians, shall not be considered as goods belonging bona fide to Indians. 

 

. . . 

 

In faith whereof we, the undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Great Britain and 

the United States of America, have signed this present treaty, and have caused to be affixed thereto the seal of 

our arms. 

 

Done at London this nineteenth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 

 

(SEAL.) GREENVILLE. 

(SEAL.) JOHN JAY. 

 



1796 

 

EXPLANATORY ARTICLE TO THE THIRD ARTICLE OF THE TREATY OF NOVEMBER 19, 1794, 

RESPECTING THE LIBERTY TO PASS AND REPASS THE BORDERS AND TO CARRY ON TRADE 

AND COMMERCE. 

Concluded May 4, 1796; Ratification advised by Senate May 9, 1796. 

 

Whereas by the third article of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, concluded at London on the 

nineteenth day of November, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, between His Britannic Majesty and 

the United States of America, it was agreed that it should at all times be free to His Majesty's subjects and to 

the citizens of the United States, and also to the Indians dwelling on either side of the boundary line, assigned 

by the treaty of peace to the United States, freely to pass and repass, by land or inland navigation, into the 

respective territories and countries of the two contracting parties, on the continent of America, (the country 

within the limits of the Hudson's Bay Company only excepted,) and to navigate all the lakes, rivers, and waters 

thereof, and freely to carry on trade and commerce with each other, subject to the provisions and limitations 

contained in the said article: And whereas by the eighth article of the treaty of peace and friendship concluded 

at Greenville on the third day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, between the United 

States and the nations or tribes of Indians called the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawanoes, Ottawas, Chippewas, 

Putawatimies, Miamis, Eel River, Weeas, Kickapoos, Piankashaws, and Kaskaskias, it was stipulated that no 

person should be permitted to reside at any of the towns or the hunting camps of the said Indian tribes, as a 

trader, who is not furnished with a license for that purpose under the authority of the United States: Which 

latter stipulation has excited doubts, whether in its operation it may not interfere with the due execution of the 

third article of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation: And it being the sincere desire of His Britannic 

Majesty and of the United States that this point should be so explained as to remove all doubts and promote 

mutual satisfaction and friendship: And for this purpose His Britannic Majesty having named for his 

Commissioner, Phineas Bond, Esquire, His Majesty's Consul- General for the Middle and Southern States of 

America, (and now His Majesty's Charge d'Affaires to the United States,) and the President of the United 

States having named for their Commissioner, Timothy Pickering, Esquire, Secretary of State of the United 

States, to whom, agreeably to the laws of the United States, he has intrusted this negotiation: They, the said 

Commissioners, having communicated to each other their full powers, have, in virtue of the same, and 

conformably to the spirit of the last article of the said treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, entered into 

this explanatory article, and do by these presents explicitly agree and declare, that no stipulations in any treaty 

subsequently concluded by either of the contracting parties with any other State or nation, or with any Indian 

tribe, can be understood to derogate in any manner from the rights of free and commerce, secured by the 

aforesaid third article of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, to the subjects of his Majesty and to the 

citizens of the United States, and to the Indians dwelling on either side of the boundary line aforesaid; but that 

all the said persons shall remain at full liberty freely to pass and repass, by land or inland navigation, into the 

respective territories and countries of the contracting parties, on either side of the of the said boundary line, 

and freely to carry on trade and commerce with each other, according to the stipulations of the said third article 

of the treaty of amity, commerce and navigation. 

 

This explanatory article, when the same shall have been ratified by His Majesty and by the President of the 

United States, by and with the advice and consent of their Senate, and the respective ratifications mutually 

exchanged, shall be added to and make a part of the said treaty of amity, commerce and navigation, and shall 

be permanently binding upon His Majesty and the United States. 

 

 



In witness whereof we, the said Commissioners of His Majesty the King of Great Britain and the United States 

of America, have signed this present explanatory article, and thereto affixed our seals. 

 

Done at Philadelphia this fourth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

six. 

 

(SEAL.) P. BOND. 

(SEAL.) TIMOTHY PICKERING. 

 


