




  



                                              









                                              









 
 

 
 

 
 

 











  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  



 
 

When the Oneida Indian Nation outlined its 
strategic plan for the future, education was a key point 
of emphasis. After surviving centuries of poverty and 
endless struggles, education was deemed the best 
insurance for the Nation’s continued success. Educational 
possibilities, unheard of in past generations, opened up 
a world of opportunities for Nation Members at all stages 
of life – whether pursuing a vocational certificate or a 
doctoral degree.















 
             

Federal, state and local law enforcement officials 
recognized the Oneida Indian Nation Police Department 
for 30 years of service during an event held at the 
department’s headquarters in September. Officials in 
attendance included representatives 
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Northern District of New York and the 
New York State Police, the Oneida 
County District Attorney, the Madison 
County District Attorney and the Oneida 
County and Madison County Sheriffs. 

“For 30 years, the Oneida Indian 
Nation Police Department has worked 
tirelessly to build partnerships, 
embrace constant improvement and deliver unwavering 
commitment to the Oneida people and the region 
as a whole,” said Ray Halbritter, Oneida Indian Nation 
Representative.

Oneida County Sheriff Rob Maciol and Madison 
County Sheriff Todd Hood commended the Nation’s 
Police Department for their partnership and commitment 
to the people of Oneida and Madison Counties. Following 
the historic 2013 Agreement between the Oneida 
Indian Nation, New York State and Oneida and Madison 
Counties, Oneida Indian Nation police officers were 
deputized by the Oneida and Madison County Sheriff 
departments, which has increased public safety and 
on-duty officer availability in those counties, as well as on 
Oneida Indian Nation lands.

In conjunction with its 30th anniversary, the Oneida 
Indian Nation Police Department announced plans for 
a new state-of-the-art Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC). The EOC will be a centralized command center 
essential for responding to natural disasters, regional 
crises or other emergencies throughout Central New 
York. Centrally located at the Oneida Indian Nation Police 
Headquarters, the EOC will provide additional support 

for interagency collaboration during 
emergency situations.

During the 30th anniversary event, 
former Oneida Indian Nation Police Chief 
Gary Henderson also announced his 
retirement after 14 years of service. In 
recognition of his outstanding leadership 
and tireless efforts on behalf of the 
Oneida people, Oneida Indian Nation 
Representative Ray Halbritter presented 
Henderson with a handcrafted lacrosse 

stick engraved with the Oneida word for “thank you” -- 
Yawʌhkó: (yaowa-GO) in appreciation of his commitment 
to the Nation. 

Nation Police Captain David Verne assumed the role 
of Chief of Police October 1. Verne joined the Nation 
Police Department in 2012 as a Sergeant and CALEA 
Coordinator, and he received several promotions leading 
to his appointment as Captain in 2017.







Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente Jr., Oneida Indian Nation 
Representative Ray Halbritter, MVHS President and CEO Darlene 
Stromstad, Oneida Indian Nation Councilmember Chuck Fougnier and 
Wynn Hospital Capital Campaign Co-Chair Larry Gilroy. 
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